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SCOTNEY CASTLE  
Lamberhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 8JN  

 
7 th  July 2019  

Scotney Castle  is an English country house incorporating the  ruins of a medieval 
moated manor house known as Scotney Old Castle, situated on an island in a 

small lake. However, since th e original building is thought  to have been 
constructed  in about 1378 during a time of much discord between England and 
France, as well as looking like  a fortress, it 's a pity to disregard it.  

 
It was one of the places we'd first been whis ked around by my fidgety father - in -

law in 1982 and all I  could  vaguely remember was a romantic - looking castle with 
a moat.  I was therefore looking forward to a second acquaintance, despite a 
morning of quite bulky cloud. The air was pleasantly  warm regardless and as soon 

as we arrived, we stopped at the café for a cappuccino, which we drank outside 
under an awning . 

 
After the n presenting ourselves at the entrance, we were given a timed ticket to 
go inside the house at 11:00 -11:15, having discovered  that the more modern 

house had been built in 1837 from sandstone quarried from the grounds of the 
old castle (the one remembered f rom the firs t  fleeting visit ). The old castle  was 

already tantalisingly recognisable in the distance:  
 

 
Scotney Castle amongst the trees  (photo by Alan Santillo)  

 

After we'd wandered happily around the grounds and acquaint ed ourselves with 
the layout, our  allotted time -slot to enter the house  seemed to arrive quite quickly . 
I confess I wasn't anticipating all that much of interest because I love old castles 

and gardens best, but the house proved well worth a visit.  
 

The original Scotney Castle and its estate had been purchased by Edward Hussey 
in 1778, but by the early 19 th  century, his grandson, also named Edward, had the 
current mansion house built. It was designed by Anthony Salvin, with the old 

castle being partially destroyed to make an attractive garden feature. Seriously? 
Deliberately destroying a n ancient building  for a garden feature !  
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Moving incredulously on, the new house is an early example of the Tudor Revival 
architectural style that became popular in 19 th -century Britain. Almost as soon as 

we steppe d inside , it felt as if the last occupants had not long left and the first 
guide we encountered in the library was eager to point out objects of interest, 

such as secret compartments amongst the books and a fuddling cup. This was a 
strange drinkin g vessel made of three separate jugs that would spill its contents 
unless the drinker worked out the correct order in which to drink. Bizarre.  

 
The library contents had been assembled since the 17 th  century, mostly by Edward 

Hussey III (1807 -94) and his gr andson Christopher (1899 -1970). The furniture, 
ceramics and objets d'art are displayed as left in 2006 by Christopher's widow. All 
of that, together with the books, adds up to 10,000+ objects, comprising the 

largest National Trust collection in the south -east  of England . 
 

When our tour of the house had come to an end , we wandered down to the moated 
castle ruin, with each turn of the path offering a picturesque view. The sky was 
still boringly white and overcast, so our photos weren't going to be the best th ey 

could  be, but it was still incredibly pretty.  
 

 
A pretty castle ruin (photo by Alan Santillo)  

 

There was a great deal of greenery on our approach, down and along paths amid 
verdant naturalistic planting of rhododendrons and azaleas , which must be a 

splendid sight when in flower. The sight of the old castle ruins in the centre of this 
landscape created an almost fairy - tale  atmosphere.  
 

Once we'd arrived at the level of the castle, there was a delightful garden that was 
small, but fill ed with a colourful array of herbaceous plant ing . Flowers against a 

backdrop of castle ruins look so good. It was just a pity about the sky . 
 
The old castle walls, adorned with wisteria and old English roses in summer, must 

have witnessed so much history. The earliest records of the site go back to 1137, 
when the estate was owned by Lambert de Scoteni, from whom the name Scotney 

derives. Records indicate a high -status house was then in existence, which passed 
to the Ashburnham family in 1358.  
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Colourful ga rden (showing minimal sky)  

 

About 20 years later, the risk of French invasion during the Hundred Years War 

(1337 -1453) led to fortification of the site and the consequent building of Scotney 
Castle , credited to Roger Ashburnham . As is fairly common with medieval dual -
purpose buildings , debate exists about the effectiveness of its low - level defences 

and some historians think the castle was probably more of a status symbol.  
 

It was roughly rectangular in shape, with circular towers at each corner. No l icence 
to crenellate has ever been found for Scotney Castle, although possibly such a 
formality was overlooked in an emergency situation  like the threat of French 

invasion . In fact, it's unknown if the castle was ever fully completed.  
 

Evidence was found i n a will of a Darrell  family member who died in 1558, giving 
exact information of the accommodation arrangements and suggesting that only 
the south tower survived at that time. There is also no documented evidence to 

suggest that Scotney Castle ever sustai ned serious damage or demolition, but the 
fact that an arched entrance to the western tower still exists, implies that this 

must have been completed to some measure.  
 

 
Scotney Old Castle with garden  (photo by Alan Santillo)  


